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INTRODUCTION

The document Brunswick Heads to Yelgun Upgrade Modifications to Approved
Project Environmental Impact Assessment (2002)) (EIA 2002) has been prepared to
assess the potential environmental impacts of the proposed meodifications to the
approved project as described below. The EIA 2002 has been prepared by Connell
Wagner Pty Ltd and forwarded for assessment from the RTA’s Project Manager. This
Decision Report has been prepared to consider the EIA 2002 in relation to
requirements under the NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act and
Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act.

The objectives of this Decision Report are to:

e consider issues raised in the Submissions Report dated April 2003 (Submissions
Report 2003) in relation to the Modified Proposal which is based on the modified
altemnative design;

» assess the likely environmental impacts detailed in the EIA 2002;
determine the significance of those impacts;

* propose environmental mitigation measures, controls and commitments to apply
should the proposal proceed; and

e address the position under the Commonwealth EPBC Act.

BACKGROUND TO THE MODIFIED PROPOSAL.

On 19 August 1999 the NSW Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) received approval
from the then Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning to undertake the proposed
upgrade of the Pacific Highway between Brunswick Heads and Yelgun on the far
north NSW coast (“Route A2” (the approved upgrade)). This approval was based on:
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¢ acomprehensive environmental impact assessment undertaken and documented in
an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), Species Impact Statement (SIS) and
associated working papers (Sinclair Knight Merz, 1998a-1);

« aRepresentations Report prepared by RTA Technology addressing issues raised
in representations received in response to the public exhibition of the EIS and SIS
(RTA Technology, 1999);

e the National Parks and Wildlifc Service (NPWS) Concurrence Report undertaken
by NPWS in accordance with Section 112D of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act); and

e the Director-General’s assessment report of the EIS and SIS undertaken by the
then Department of Urban Affairs and Planning 2 (DUAP) in accordance with
Section 115C of the EP&A Act.

Following receipt of approval from the Minister, the Chief Executive of the RTA
considered both the Minister’s approval conditions and the NPWS concurrence



